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""Rescuing Public Health: How (only) a new multilateralism can take us out of the global crisis"
Francesca Marconi

In April 2020, UN Secretary-General drew the Security Council's attention to the threat to
international peace and security posed by the COVID-19 pandemic, stressing how this emergency
has all the credentials to degenerate into a humanitarian crisis that could undo the efforts made until
now to protect human rights and in support of peace processes®. Likewise, many fear that the social
tensions caused by the pandemic might give the way to those political movements that seek to find
solutions by presenting the universality of human rights as an obstacle to the protection of national
interest?. As a consequence, while for many the pandemic had to be seen as an exogenous shock
which - because of its transnational nature - could have triggered cooperation, for other policymakers

it has become the perfect excuse to resort to more isolationism?®,

The chance offered by the pandemic to reform the international multilateral system is
significantly fragile and complex. It will be a delicate operation because, to restore multilateral
cooperation, it will first be necessary to restore trust, and then to build on solid foundations, such as
the faith of the populations in the core values underlying its existence .

Which are, nowadays, the concrete possible paths for international cooperation after COVID-
19? Will Biden’s US be able to restore its imagine as a responsible stakeholder in multilateralism, or
is it more realistic to aim for a pattern of cooperation which moves from the “one-country leadership”
logic, to a more sustainable and inclusive multilateral system?°. Which are, in this context, the

possible scenarios for the European Union? What could be the role of the G20 and of Italy in
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particular, as the President of this year’s Summit? Will the international community be able to make
health a pillar for the maintenance of international security and peace, recognizing it as “a bridge to

peace”?®.
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